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Sept. 6, 2006

Mr. Craig A. Dubow

President & Chief Executive Officer

Gannett Company, Inc

7950 Jones Branch Dr.

McLean, VA 22107

Dear Mr. Dubow:

It is with regret that I am forced to notify you that one of the Gannett owned newspapers, the Daily Advertiser of Lafayette, LA, last week libeled and defamed my organization and I in several ways. First it published a “bogus” article on page 1 and the following day it published a bogus “correction.” We had demanded, in good faith, a “retraction” and an “apology,” to which the Advertiser responded by publishing the bogus “correction” and then defaming me personally yet once again in the bogus “correction.”

You may read the original article at: 

http://www.theadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006609010352
and the unacceptable and further defamatory “correction” at:

http://www.theadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060902/NEWS01/60901010
I am also attaching our original News Release upon which Mr. Brown based the bogus article, as well as his one and only enquiry to me via email, after responding to our News Release, and my answers to his questions.

In summary:

1) The headline and sub-headline were conclusory with no supporting evidence even cited in the article.

2) Mr. Brown never gave me the opportunity to rebut the information allegedly provided by Maddies Fund and the ASPCA about me to him, now disavowed by both Maddie’s Fund and the ASPCA, and instead chose to print a totally bogus report.

3) The article contained not one mention about the accusations we made against Lafayette Animal Control, other than quoting the Police Chief in one sentence, which was not even on-point of any of the accusations contained in our News Release.

4) Instead, the article only attacked my credentials by mischaracterizing the information provided to him about me by the ASPCA and Maddie’s Fund to the point of directly contradicting what he was told by those two entities.

5) The “correction” referred to me as an “animal rights activist” when my organization and I have nothing to do with animal rights. We are an animal control advisory organization to many animal shelters, rescue groups, cities, towns, and municipalities internationally. Mr Brown was sent this information as well yet he chose to intentionally mis-characterize us. This is obvious simply from our web site’s home page even if one does not peruse the entire site.

We are herewith demanding that Gannett, the parent company, own up to its legal obligation to properly “supervise” its employees and instruct the Advertiser to immediately take the following steps:

1) Print an article on Page one in the rightmost column (same location as the libelous article) on the exact day of week (Friday) which the original article was published. The headline or sub-headline must state that our accusations against Lafayette’s Animal Control agency, as contained in our News Release, were either true or that the original article did not investigate any of our accusations (the article had a sub-headline which alleged that our accusations “prove untrue”) The headline or sub-headline must state that this is a “retraction” and that the Advertiser apologizes to “animal control expert” for misreporting the facts in the previous article. 

2) The body of the article must explain that: a) The headline and the sub-headline in the original article were not supported by any evidence. b) The allegation in the article that the ASPCA characterized my role in obtaining the new animal control truck for Lafayette Animal Control as “not instrumental” was false and that the ASPCA demanded a retraction to be printed. c) The allegation in the article that Maddie’s Fund did not know me was false, and that Maddie’s Fund has acknowledged that I am organizing a formal effort for many parishes, including Lafayette, to obtain millions of dollars of funding for animal control services. d) The article’s allegation that the accusations contained in our News Release were erroneously reported as being untrue. The article may conduct its own unbiased independent investigation of our accusations against Lafayette Animal Control, as contained in our News Release, and accurately report its findings.
3) The article must state that the “correction” which was published was in error and that I am not an “animal rights activist,” but rather an “animal control expert.”

4) Jason Brown, the reporter, must write me a private letter of apology.

If the above steps are not taken expeditiously we will have no choice but to seek legal remedy in order to repair our reputation as best as possible.

Cordially yours,

Garo Alexanian

cc. Ted Power, Publisher, Daily Advertiser
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