43 ANIMALS TRANSPORTED FROM NEW ORLEANS AREA

GET TV NEWS COVERAGE & START 2006 RESCUE CAMPAIGN
(Pictures and news report videos at CompanionAnimalNetworkTV.org)

Hello all-

As you all know every out of state group, big and little, has now pulled out from the New Orleans area. Even Best Friends at Tylertown is no longer accepting volunteers nor animals and is down to a couple of dozen difficult dogs which they are rehabilitating with free-lance behaviorists.

Knowing that this sad day would arrive we at the Companion Animal Network were planning the last six months to make our biggest effort yet….when the need and void is actually greatest due to the lack of out of state volunteers and organizations.

Our plan was to pick up where we left off, by trapping dogs and cats and bringing them back to several New York and New Jersey area shelters with whom we had an agreement to open up new cage space so no other animal would be euthanized. We also brought custom tracking software, thanks to the efforts of whiz database programmer Joe Polivick of Cincinnati,  for lifetime tracking of the animals whose lives would be entrusted to us, with photos and details of where obtained and where adopted, etc.  We rented a 24 ft truck for $3000 for 2 weeks and filled it with 9,000 lbs of hay donated from a wonderful farmer in South Plymouth, NY, Gif Foster of Foggy Bottom Farms. We delivered the hay to Gulfport, MS where there is little hay for farm animals, and also to Fireside Rescue in Carriere, MS, run by a wonderful mom and her daughter. They have two dozen rescued donkeys, horses, not to mention a dozen Katrina dogs.

Upon arriving in N.O., we were surprised to find that the packs of dogs had long moved on from their previous hiding areas as those areas now had lights, generators, mobile homes, work crews, etc. The animals are still out there but now they have migrated into other areas where there is more shrubbery and less activity. The one week we had on the ground was not enough time to locate the packs and trap them. 

So we thought about taking animals from the area’s kill shelters instead. First we went to the LASPCA’s new shelter in Algiers as we had heard rumors that they were euthanizing animals like crazy. Nothing could have been further from the truth. They were very nice and we instantly made a bond with their staff. They informed us that, contrary to the paranoiac rumors circulated by the uninformed few, so far they had little need to euthanize. Only the very sick and very aggressive dogs. Our standards of very sick and very aggressive are certain to vary but we must NOT circulate false rumors. Indeed, the very first dog we took from the LASPCA was deemed by them to be “mean” but we found that to be a premature determination as the dog got along great with dogs and cats once it came to my home in NYC. That does not mean that the LASPCA mis-categorized the dog, it just means that institutional boarding is simply unable to give the personal one on one attention that foster homing can provide. The more understanding we extend to one another the more animals we will assist, as you will read happened as follows,.

The LASPCA informed us that the outer Parishes, however, are doing a lot of euthanizing. They suggested that we transport their animals and put us in contact with St Bernard Parish and Plaquamines Parish animal control officers. One by one the outer Parishes called us when the word got around. Jefferson, St. Johns, St. Charles all called asking us whether we had room for animals they were about to euthanize, and within 48 hours we had their animal control trucks deliver almost 40 animals who were all to be put down that Friday (March 10th) to the wonderful Southern Animal Foundation veterinary center on Magazine street. Later the LASPCA called us to take a cruelty case dog also. Working with our local partner groups the Humane Society of Louisiana and Animal Rescue New Orleans (“ARNO”) we vetted all the animals and got official LA transport papers and loaded them up in the 24 ft. truck. We had fitted the truck with over 40 cages borrowed from New York City Animal Care & Control, North Shore Animal League, and Caroline County Humane Society in Maryland. We had installed a 110 Volt AC inverter so we could run 6 box fans in the truck strategically placed.

Including some feral cats and some ARNO rescues (god bless Robin and Charlotte and Brian at ARNO- three of the most competent animal people I have ever met) and one owner reunification cat headed for Maine thanks to Wendy Roberts of Massachusetts, we had a total of 45 animals to take care of for 1300 miles.  34 dogs, 9 cats, and 2 humans (ourselves). Unbelievably, however, everyone who had promised to make the ride to New York with the animals backed out 24-48 hrs prior to our leaving N.O. Again disappointed in the humane community we turned to our local partner groups who again came through big time. Jeff Dorsen, President of the Humane Society of Louisiana, unable to find anyone in his group to go on such short notice, stepped up to the plate personally and made the ride with me. The two of us drove for three nights, with stops every 7-10 hrs for a 5 hour walking and cage cleaning job. Pure adrenalin and the lives of the animals in our hands were what kept us going. Thanks to sleepover and dog walking assistance from dearest friends and fellow animal first responders Steve & Ann Jordan of Charlotte, NC and Larry & Peggy Hinson of  Maryland we all made it to NYC safe and sound.

We had pre-prepared with the partnering shelters to do news releases upon our return BEFORE we left NYC. The two NYC area shelters, one in South Jersey and one in Westchester County, put their news releases out and both got immediate media attention.  NBC affiliate WCAU-TV and ABC affiliate WPVI-TV in Philadelphia both reported on the trip as did Channel 12 in Westchester, in addition to several local newspapers. It made the Associated Press newswire. Both shelters had their phones ringing off the hooks and within the first week many of the animals were adopted out.

For those few who simply have no expertise in this field please be aware that your logic that out of town animals are taking away local adoptive homes is simply wrong. The opposite is true. When people see Katrina animals coming into their community they are motivated to help by adopting one, whereas they would simply not be considering adopting any animals otherwise. Rather than take adoptions away from local animals these transports create NEW adoptions which would otherwise not occur. I suspect as many as 50% of those who specifically want a Katrina animal would not be motivated sufficiently to adopt an animal if Katrina animals were not brought to their attention.

All in all over 15 organizations in six states had collaborated to pull off this phenomenal success…..probably the first mass cooperation since the Lamar Dixon days. We at the volunteer Companion Animal Network had the privilege of acting as the strategist and coordinator of this successful large animal transport , and were met with  cooperative and extremely competent groups, organizations and agencies.  

Having realized that the need now for the Katrina affected Gulf Coast in 2006 is transports, transports, and more transports, we have approached some of the same partnering groups on how to continue these transports once a month at least through the grueling summer. Amazingly, one of the major organization has stepped up to the plate (again) and it looks like monthly transports removing animals from the N.O area kill shelters will become a reality starting the week of  April 17. Watch out for a major announcement very soon. In the meanwhile, please check out the FACES OF THE SAVED on our home page at CompanionAnimalNetworkTV.org.
Larry Rubin of Raleigh, NC had already done a 28 dog transport last year and was hesitant to get involved again but seeing us dive into the mess he also dove in one more time and brought back 20 plus animals AGAIN. Bless you Larry. 

We hope you too will re-mobilize your community to continue with transports throughout 2006.

The buck stops with ALL of us. 

Garo Alexanian

Companion Animal Network

PO Box 750214

Forest Hills, NY 11375

718-544-PETS(7387)

